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Frequently Asked Questions (as generated from the meeting) 
 
1. How is the district supporting teacher with the slight increase in class size 
for Spanish Immersion at the K-2 level?  
All K-5 classes, at both school, receive support from a Spanish intern who 
work directly with the students to provide an extra language model in the 
class. Through the Amity intern program, the K classes, particularly receive 
more than 8 hours of weekly support.  All K-3 classrooms receive one hour 
a day of bilingual instructional aide support. 
Teachers at both sites are offered paid release time for curriculum planning 
and administration of various assessment.  
The district also provides a part time administrator to support the overall 
needs of the Immersion program. 
 
2. What is "World Language for All?" 
World Language is the Spanish language specialist program offered at each 
elementary school in the district. The district allocated funds for each 
school to create the pilot language program that met the needs of their 
individual communities. All K/1st grade English Only classes at Laurel 
receive 20 minutes 3x/week. All K English Only classes at Encinal receive 
30 minutes 3x/week. All 5th grade Oak Knoll classes receive 30 minutes 
3x/week. 
Since this a pilot program, it will be evaluated at the end of the year and 
each site will determine the direction of the program for next year. 
 
3. How will the program be evaluated over time? Will there be special 
attention paid to ensuring that the changes we have implemented don't 
negatively affect the quality of the program and outcomes? 
Similar to the English Only program, the Immersion program is constantly 
being evaluated for student achievement, best instructional practices and 
curriculum quality. By frequent monitoring of the program, we are 



confident, with district and school oversight and support that the quality of 
the program will not be affected negatively by the changes in the program.  
 
4. With the potential of fewer Spanish model speakers (either due to a 
change in the lottery or an increase in the number of strands without regard 
to the number of Spanish speakers), does the district anticipate an impact 
on the quality of the program and the Spanish level to which students will 
be able to achieve? What does research say is the impact of fewer Spanish 
speakers on overall language proficiency for all?  
We are confident that there will be no impact on the quality of the program 
due to the possible change in the number of Spanish models in each class. 
Until very recently we had only a few language models in each class.  
 
5. To what degree to parents of students in Spanish Immersion need to 
make their desires and concerns apparent to the Board?  
Just like any parent in the district, Immersion parents are welcome to share 
desires and concerns with the school board. School board meetings and 
Strategic Direction meetings are good places to listen to others’ ideas and 
express your own opinion. 
 
6. Please describe the Hillview program and the success that current 
students are finding in it. 
Hillview offers an elective called Spanish for Spanish speakers. Anyone who 
has an appropriate level of Spanish fluency can take it. The classes are 
primarily made up of Immersion students with a few native Spanish 
speakers who were not in Immersion. This class focuses on Spanish/Latino 
literature, advanced grammar, and culture. Currently, Hillview offers one 
class in 6th grade and one class in  7th grade. About 80% of the students 
from the Immersion continue in Spanish in this class. 
 
7. How can teachers best support Spanish Immersion teachers/staff? How 
does the district intend to support our Spanish Immersion teachers/staff? 



Parents can continue to be kind and supportive of staff and teachers. The 
district will continue to provide support and work with the teachers to build 
on the support systems already in place. 
 
8. What does "neighborhood schools" mean? 
The neighborhood school, also known as the home school, is the one that 
corresponds with the address of your home. The Menlo Park Community 
believes strongly in the idea that all students should/could attend their 
home/neighborhood school. The Immersion program will continue to be 
offered at two different schools to allow all families, including those in the 
Immersion program, to attend their home school, to be best that we can 
accommodate given the constraints of the facilities. 
 


